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121 January 29, 1897 

Estimated average number of deaths per day from plague for week ended 

December 22, 1896 155 

Total number of deaths from plague officially reported for last week 226 

Average per day officially reported 32 

S. Comport, 
United States Consul. 

JAPAN. 

Report of the prevalence of infectious diseases. 

Yokohama, December 80, 1896. 
Sie : I have the honor to inclose herewith my regular report on 
infections diseases in Japan for period December 13 to December 29, 
inclusive. 

In view of the great prevalence, wide distribution, and malignant 
type of the smallpox now epidemic, I have, after consultation with the 
United States consul-general, considered it necessary to enforce disin- 
fection, as well as vaccination, with regard to all steerage passengers 
from or through infected districts, the passport system of Japan ena- 
bling me to determine, with certainty, the last residence of the applicant 
for passage. 

I may add that I have undoubtedly correct information of the recent 
occurrence of a few cases of plague in Hongkong after a considerable 
interval of freedom from this disease. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldkidgke, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. S. S. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Report of infectious diseases in Japan from December IS to December £9, 1896. 
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* No report. f Plague. 



Smallpox epidemic in Hiogo. 



Hiogo, Japan, December 29, 1896. 
Sir : Confirming my cablegram of the 21st ultimo, announcing the 
prevalence of smallpox in epidemic form at Hiogo (Kobo), and my 
dispatch to the Department of State of the same date, numbered 86, 
confirming said cablegram, I have the honor to report that since the 
appearance of the disease in epidemic form there have been 1,504 cases 
reported, of which 652 have resulted fatally. The sanitary authorities 
seem to have the epidemic well under control. The number of cases 
reported daily are on the decrease, and I take pleasure in expressing 
the belief that the authorities will be able, in the near future, to stamp 
out the disease. Vaccination is compulsory, and a large staff of native 



